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MAN Y of the following Remarks, are derived 


from the opinions of other Countries, on the ſubject 
of the preſent WAR,—They are not given to the 


world in aid of any particular | party, or deſcription 


of men; but merely to incite the Co sT D PowERs 


to a vigorous fulfillment of their facred ſtipulations i in 


the ConFsDERATE Cavzs. 


RU 
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Page - line 14, after paracidal hands, add 6 in the bleed 
, &c. | 

Page 11, line 24, for has, read have. 

Page 25, line 19s for ſpoilation, read gs 
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Every part of EUROPE is, at the preſent 
crifis, under circumſtances without a parallel. 
The enemies ſhe has to conquer are fomida- 
ble by their numbers, their courage, = 
their reſources ; but, far more dangerous 
by thoſe deteſtable conſpiracies, which, like 
ſubtle miners, they form, as it. were, un- 
der ground ; and by their criminal indiffe 
rence to the means of bringing about their 
ends. They are perilous, likewiſe, by their 
diſorganizing and anarchiſtical principles, ſo 
artfully contrived to ſeduee the multitude; 
and by that almoſt univerſal coRRES ON 
DENCE. they have eſtabliſhed amongſt all 
claſſes of people, in nearly every quarter of 
the world. Correſpondence, . which riſes in 
a ſeries from the loweſt to the higheſt 
of mankind=from- beggars, 4 to the miniſters. 


of kings. | 
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x. 
| Reſpect alone arreſts my hand from ex- 
tending, in certain Ns this correſpon- 
dence to Kincs themfebves . 

It is, indeed, what the regicides have 
juſtly intitled it, ane guerre a mort, a war unto 


death ! And either the monſter anarchy muſt 
periſh, or Europe herſelf, with all her thrones, 
and all her dear eſt bonds of religion, ſociety, 


and government, with more than the balf 


of her population, mup be destroyed“ 
Such is the boaſted regeneration to be ex- 


pected from the triumph of thoſe lovers of 


their country, who have drenched their pa- 
ricidal hands in one of its moſt innocent men, 


and moſt henevalent of monarchs. 
The triumph, indeed, of theſe facriligeous 
regicides, implicates the re- union, and reign 


of the maſt profound depravity, that has yet 


appeared in the annals. of human miquity ; 
for, from the moment that crimes like that 


alluded to, pervaded France, might be ſeen 


from all quarters, the bluſhlefs refuſe of hu- 
manity, increafing the maſs, and flocking to 


the ſtandard of corruption: like famiſhed ty- 


gers 


3 


3 
. 
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[3 ] 
gers, who, attracted by the exhalation of 


dead carcaſes, ſet - off in man to devout 


their noiſome prey. 

I have called the war, which is now ra- 
vaging Europe, unparalelled ; and not with= 

out reaſon. I is itſelf alone! In others, 
however odious, there has always been ſomes 
thing like an obedience to the laws, at leaſt 
of nations, to ſmoothe a little . its wrinkled 
front and to diminiſh its horror. There has 
always been ſome ſuſpenſion of arms to bury 
the dead, to affiſt the dying, and to permit 


bleeding and deſolated humanity to breathe 


from ſlaughter. But this deadly ftrife gives 
neither quarter, nor receſs, Even the late, and 
preſent ſituation of the hoſtile powers cannot 
with propriety be called a pauſe, fince each 
party are perpetually in motion, and in one 

place or another, the reſtleſs diſturbers of * | 


public tranquillity, 

Cry Havocx ! and let flip the Dogs of War” 
Indeed, it is ſoftening the hideous features 
of the fact too much to call it a war. It is 


more > properly: a convention of the greateſt 


B 2 nation 


l $43 
nation in the world, to rob, and butcher all 
which. that world inherits. It is a rapacious 
monſter, which has already devoured the coun- 
try that gave it birth, and is eating its way 
into the very heart of every other. Y 
Neither is fimple war the word that ſtrictly 
correſponds. with the ſenſe of our efforts— 
would to heaven one could with more general 
truth call them our united efforts, to extermi- 
| nate this monſter. As the word is too ſoft for 3 
| our opponents, it is too feeble for ourſelvs. 
| We are intitled to a more glorious and forci- 
ble term, ſince ours is a ſtruggle of ſocial or- 
der, againſt lawleſs barbarity. The approach 
ing campaign may be in ſome ſort conſidered 
as Nature herſelf, agonized almoſt in ever 
pore,” and outraged in almoſt every right, N 
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(let declaimers hold what language they pleaſe) 
| combining her laſt exertions, to prevent the 
[!] univerſe from once more falling into Chaos! 3 
it Feet has not the better diſpoſed part of Eu- q | 
li rope been in ſome meaſure acceſſary to the 1 
5 enormous growth of this deſolating monſter? 


Did ſhe not too long conſider as a mere trou- 
; 1 bled 
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(44 8 
bled rivulet, which impotently brawled as it 
paſſed, that fatal ſtream that gathered poi- 


ſons as it flowed, till the torrent became con- 


tagious by its venom, and reſiſtleſs by its 


force? Did the think it worth her while to b 


raiſe a dam to keep it within its proper bounds, 
till it had deluged other countries with the 
beſt blood of their inhabitants? 

To argue on the fact ſtill farther : if thoſe 
who directed the courſe of this torrent had 
not been reſtrained in the beginning by their 
own fears, which they have ſince but too 


well ſurmounted ; if they had employed at 


the firſt attack of Mons, and T! ournay, that 


unanimity in their meaſures, and that auda- 


city in the execution of them, which make 


the ſafety of Europe now ſo doubtful, the 


evils which I here announce, that they may 
henceforth be the more effectually avoided, | 
would have already ner deſolation over the 


world. 


Nor is this a chimerical, or ſpeculative opi- 
nion: Their forces were all there, and before 


it could have been poſſible to ſtop their pro- 


greſs, 
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* half Germany, and the whole of Hol- 
land muſt have fallen into their hands. They 


muſt have accumulated immenſe treaſures, 
they would have ſacrificed the faithful ſub- 

jects of both countries, while they armed 
5 thouſands of their partizans : and this crowd 
of wretches, whom circumſtance alone deter- 
mines, after having riſen againſt the legiti- 


mate authority, would ſoon employ the ſame 
energy to deſtroy its laſt traces. The train 
of combuſtibles was ſpread, and in the firſt 
moment of irreſolution, terror, and diſmay, 
the conflagration muſt have been general. 

We are indebted, in this caſe, as in vari- 
ous others, to the weakneſs of the antagoniſt, 


whoſe fears got the aſcendant; and, in a 
wicked mind, terror is often ſtronger than am- 


bition. Had the plan ſucceeded, ſuch would 
have been its effects. 

But Divine Providence had 833 TE 
wiſe ; ; for to providential decrees alone, can 


be aſſigned the aſtoniſhing events which have 


fo confounded all the calculations of human 
wiſdom. Let us hear no more of thoſe fal- 


lacious 


* 
lacious, and loud ſounding words, the incor- 
ruptible fidelity and loyalty of troops; the 
natural courteſy of the people, and their at- 


tachment to their Sovereign. Succeſsful vil- 


lainy, whether of a public, or private nature, 
wilt always have proſelytes. Before that fatal 


Era, of which I have juſt ſpoken—exiſted 
there in any part of the globe, an army more 


true to its king and his laws, than the army 
of France? And yet with how little difficulty 
did they quit the poſt of honor and allegiance, 
toenliſt under the bloody banners of rebellion ! 
Mere there ever people more gentle amongſt 
themfelves, more hoſpitable, or more full of 
urbanity to ſtrangers; or who poſſeſſed in a 
more eminent degree the embelliſhing talents 
of ſociety? Was not ſoftneſs and courteſy 
their characteriſtic? And yet, is there a nation 


of the earth ſo truly deſerving the name of 
cannibals? Were the fabled Antropophagi ſo 


avaricious of blood? or did the torrents which 
they dathy ſhed, ever diſtinguiſh any favages as 
they now mark the ſavages of France ? Have 
1 not even an appetite for laughter, wh ich 
grows 


1 
<< grows by what it feeds on? In a word, 
and to finiſh all future reliance on- profeſſions 5 
of treaty, has the page of hiſtory recorded I 
had almoſt written—an idolatry—ſo ſtrong, ſo 
devout, for the name, eſſence, privileges, pre- 
rogatives, ſubſtance, and even ſhadows of a 
king, as the ſubjects of the French monarch ? 
And yet have not theſe very ſubjects ſeen, 
with frantic raptures, which a famiſhed 
monſter would ſcarcely have indulged, the 
life- blood guſh from a monarch, who to 
the piety of the Sainted Louis, adjoined 
the paternal tenderneſs for his people, of 
Henry the Fourth? His laſt words were 
thoſe of love, benediction and forgiveneſs; 
and in the moment that the fatal Guillotine 
ſhortened the courſe of a blameleſs and be- 
nevolent life, did not the air, which uſed to 
echo only with the ſounds of vive le Roi | re 
verbe rate with cries of tranſport, that they had 
taken away the life of a man, who had never 
committed an act in his whole N reign, but 
what a merciful God might have looked 
= | down-upon from his heaven, and pronounced 
"A 5 the 
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aſſaſſination, even to the uttermoſt parts of the 
kingdom, — like favages daneing round their 


31 


the author to be a worthy vicegerent. Did 


not innumerable ſpectators arm themſelves 
voluntarily to ſupport the regicidal execu- 


tioner in his office ? And did not theſe mur- 
derous abettors—theſe once gentle, and loyal 
ſubjects, who war even with the dead. cele 
brate the anniverſary of the moſt execrable 


horrid facrifices—amidft the ſhouts of inde- 
cent joy, and the hymns of patriots, thoſe 
ruffianly aſſaſſins of their groaning country? 

Vet terrible as are theſe queſtions which 
muſt all be anſwered in the affirmative, the 
dire facts they reſpond to, ſeem to have made 
but a very light impreſſion, even amongſt 
the thrones of Europe. One. might be al- 
molt tempted to ſay, that the ſpirit of blind- 
neſs has aſſailed one fide, the more effec- 
tually to aſſiſt the ſpirit of deſolation that ac- 
tuates, and poſſeſſes the other. Preciſely at 
the ſame inſtant, ſome irrefiſtable power 
ſcems to haye armed one party with a ſword, 


and * the other to open the boſom, 


* | and 


* 


1 
and even go rapidly forward, without oppoſi- 


tion to receive it. 2 
We are amuſing ourſelves with treaties; 


with perfect neutralities with ideas of the 


enemy being far from our borders; as if there 
could be made any ſolid treaty with a tiger, 
or that we could fix any reliance on the 
principle of being excluded from the general 
rage, becauſe we rage not againſt the mon- 
ſter who at beſt will treat the neutral na- 
tion like the giant in the fable, who did the 
victim, from whom he had received the 
| beſt treatment, the favour to devour him Jaſt: 

Dor as if diſtance made any thing againſt the 
progreſs of the thunder, or the lightening, 
whoſe bolt is ſhot, and whoſe flaſh ſent forth 
from one' end of the air to the other in the 
twinkling of an eye. 8: 

We are far removed, ſays one Potentate, 
from the ſcene of action, and why, there- 
fore, ſhould we march towards it ? As well 
may the man who forms a link in an electric 


chain, ſuppoſe: he n not feel the ſhock 
becauſe 


* 
3 


03 
becauſe he is the et from the inten- 
I within a very ln a we | have; 
ſported witha Revolution, which called almoſt 
from the firſt moment, even when we looked 
on it as too contemptible for notice, for the 
molt ſerious meaſures - ſince its declared ob- 
ject was to overturn, and ſwallow up every 
thing. This was its menace, and we have 
permitted it every day to be put more or leſs 
in execution. It does not appear, to me, that 
ve began to be ſerious in the buſineſs till the 
firſt law of Nature ſuggeſted, that our own 
lives and properties were in danger. Did every 
Crowned Head but reflect well on the extent 
of the French ſyſtem, he muſt perceive 
that he was literally fighting for his own 
head, as well as diadem. 


If ever there was a war in which 
4 Self Love, and Social 1s the ſame,” 


this is that war, And yet, though the maxim 
prevades our own, and every other country in 
Europe but that of France, the views of moſt 


of the nations thus vitally concerned, has been 
C 2 ä 


E 
ſordid, narrow, and inactive, as if even ſelf. 
preſervation from a deveuring flame, to feed 
which the enemies without,” and within are 
perhaps equal, was but a ſecondary: principle. 
Cold, and half-means alone have been uſed, 
where all the powers that yet remain uncor- 
rupted of the agitated globe, ſhould unite 
with an ardour proportioned to the love not 
only of the ſpecies, but of the individual. 
As an individual therefore, as a link in the 
chain of that ſpecies, it is a duty to lift up 
his voice, and to contribute his endeavour. 
Every friend of order, decency, and public 
good faith is called upon in a time of general 
Conflagration, to ſtop as much as in him lies 
il the progreſs of thoſe flames, which, if per- 
oil mitted to go on unchecked, would ſet the 
14 whole world on fire; and under the vain but 
1 l | „ KY pretext of nn muſt re- 
| | 1 duce it - 


It | | „ With all that it inherits,” = 
ies cloud-capt towers, and gorgeous palace? 
4 to aſhes! Whoever has attended to the 
perfreogreſs already made in this deſtruction, wil! 


EI ———— — — . ent AGED — — erer 


—_— | 
not think it an undue ſtrain on the metaphor, 
were I to fay, that the regenerators are anxi- 
ous to exterminate the preſent world by a 


more afflicting deluge, than that which laid 


waſte the old by a deluge of human blood. 
But let us now ftrike at the root of the 


miſchief ſo far as it has been ſtrengthened by 


ourſelves. We have too long deceived our- 
ſelves about the neutral force of the Regi- 


cide armies. An important part of our 


evils has originated from this error. We 
have too little underſtood, or too much de- 
ſpiſed the power of our antagoniſts. Let us 
keep our contempt for their principles ; their 
Rom is no juſt object of it, 

I will bring the moſt inconteſtible . 
to public conſideration. 

An immenſe kingdom, which Nature 1. 
ſelf has marked amongſt her moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed favourites, fortified by ſtrong holds, 


where Art has exhauſted her inventions, re- 


ſources, and deſigns; an immenſe popula. 

tion ; an impetuoſity derived from nature and 

rarely to be reſiſted ; paſſion, vivacity, ac- 
| wu 


4] 
tion, and vehemence, of no leſs conſequence 
in war, than the ſedater pov ers of the ſoul: 
numerous arſenals and well ſtored": 20 incal- 
culable means of induſtry and proſperity to 
repair their heavieſt loſſes; a ſtrong body 
of engineers, and the beſt artillery in the 
world. Such is the faithful picture of the 
power, and reſources of France before the late 
Revolution. Wet 
To this great ——— RA e which ſil 
remains true, muſt now be ſuperadded other 
traits.' The annihilation of commerce and 
navigation—the annihilation too of all the 
arts and refinements of luxury, of profeſſions, 
of trades, at firſt ſharpened the diſcontent of 
men, who loſt with theſe the means of ſub- | 
ſiſtence, and added: to the hen , prodigious 
bedy diſpoſed to reſtore the conſtitution to 
the rights of royalty, and of the people under 
the ancient government. In the firſt mo- 
ments of diſorganization, and Republican ty- 
ranny, foreign powers might juſtly count 
on finding friends amongſt the above mal- 
contents, had the combined armies then come 
within 
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alt 
within their reach ; and the deranged, though 


then, not abſolutely deſtroyed monarchy, 


might have revived—perhaps been re-eſta- 


bliſhed more firmly on the throne. 


But we have ſuffered that time to pals, 
and the difficulties have increaſed ten thou- 
ſand fold. Terrified by | ſo many rigorous cx - 
amples, convinced of the danger and the inef- 
ficacy of their efforts, practiſed upon by every 
ſort of illuſion, ſtripped of their ordinary re- 


venues, reduced to a dependence on the new 


governors, even for their daily bread, and 


preſſed hard on every ſide by power oppoſed 
to weakneſs, they are condemned to receive 


that bread from the hands of the very men, 


who have thus brought them to beggary. 
It might be bitter for a time, but what will 
not dire neceſſity effect? It ſoftens by de- 
grees, and in the end becomes ſweet. From 
living amongſt executioners, they catch their 


ſanguine habits, and become themſelves the in- 
ſtruments of butchery. Almoſt all thoſe, who 


have been thus driven outof their ſhops, ware- 


. or profeſſions, and thereby become 


* 


penſioners 
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16 
penſ ſioners on the Republic, whether in town 
or country, are at this moment, (I mean ſuch 
of them as have eſcaped the Guillotine, )in the 


ſervice of the Convention, and have taken 


up arms as a refuge from deſpair ; there be- 
ing in effect np other alternative to ſave them 


from death by famine, or Ie glaive de la lui! 


It was however before the famine came 
upon their land, that they were forced into 


arms; and when that motive was united with. 
the imperious decrees of their new taſk maſ- 


ters, the whole nation could exiſt only by 
the plunder of other countries ; and, like the 


ancient northern hordes, they now roam 


abroad for prey, becauſe it can no longer be 
found at home. Yet even famine - itſelf is 
made ſubſervient to the deſtroyin g principles 
of the Convention. Hiſtory has often ſhewn 
us what hunger has effected, in the efforts 
which have been made by a ſingle perſon to 
appeaſe it. What then can oppoſe the united 
powers of a nation like that of France, gaunt 
with famine, and wandering about the yet 
unexhauſted parts of the globe, ſeeking whom, 


TT 
and what it may devour? Nor is it at all 
likely that the maſs of men, thus ſeduced, 
would, had they even the opportunity, re- 
turn to the purſuits in which they have been 
educated. A life of peace, would henceforth. 
be to them a life of laborious idleneſs, but 
not of induſtry : for, it may be remarked, 
that although military operations are replete 
with pains and perils, and demand inceſſant 
activity, they deſtroy the troops for any pro- 
feſſion but that of arms, by rendering them 
either dangerous, or uſeleſs members of ſociety. 
Thus it has been, by little and little, that 
idleneſs, and famine its concomitant, have co- 
vered the extenſive' territory of France with 
people, who have become the models of de- 
pravity and fierceneſs, in abſolute contraſt to 
thoſe qualities of mildneſs and mercy, that once 
diſtinguiſhed them. Thus it is, that the 
whole nation is transformed into a camp, 
hemmed round with bayonets; that the foun- 
deries have acquired an activity fo fatal, that 
inn umerable armies, ' reſembling in numbers, 
and in terrors the locuſts of the Nile, have 
*- uſurped 


- uſurped the frontiers, and that new bodies 
are inſtantly formed, as if by enchantment- 
to ſupply and replace the old, when war, peſ- 
tilence or famine, murder or ſudden death, 
(which are all at work upon them at once) | 
have ſwept off miriads on miriads ; eſpecially 
when an unexpected oppoſition calls for ſuch 
= magic reinforcement! Of this, Le Vendee, 
Lyons, Marſeilles, Bourdeaux, and Toulon, 
are bleeding examples. 
Conſider in the next place, that where 
every man is a ſoldier, the children of every 
ſuch man will be ſoldiers alſo. The father 
from neceſſity perhaps; the ſon from choice. 
A future generation, if the Republic were 
permitted to proceed, would be trained to 
arms from the cradle; and every ſchool muſt 
be a military, or naval academy. There would, 
in ſhort, be no education allowed, or poſſibly 
deſired, but what had a tendency to war. 
Even as it is, the youth of the French nation 
are bred up in the midſt of hoſtility, and as 
the aged are ſwept away by the cannon, or 
aa ſword, their place is filled by the rifing 
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race, who ſucceed to the only patrimony now 
left them to ſubſiſt on the inheritance of war. 

They fall heirs to their fathers muſquet, 
bayonet, and ſword; and with theſe they 
march on to battle, as to a livelihood. Youth 
glows with a paſſion for glory, and when the 
cauſe they have engaged in is drefſed out, and 
equipped in the robes of eloquence, that paſ- 
fion muſt inſpire their breaſts. In the mean 
time, fighting for what they are told is liberty, 
and feeling that it is for life; taught by dread- 
ful and daily examples the penalties entailed 
on cowardice, and what is proudly called, 
treaſon to the majeſty of the people ;—fluſhed 
with ſucceſſes ; , cheered in their very over- 
throws; excited by the hope of pillage; and 
more than all intoxicated with an enthuſiaſm 
which has often arouſed the moſt pacific 
temper, and wrought nations the leaſt war- 
like, to acts of tranſitory valour, that make 
them wonder even at themſelves ;—dire&ed 
moreover by chiefs, who have no ſafe medi- 
um betwixt conqueſt, and the ſcaffold, and 
who find it impoſlible to obtain that ſucceſs 
i without 


E 
without the total derangement of empires ;- Cw 
growing gradually more and more familiariſed | 
with debauchery, plunder, bloody fights, and 
more bloody deeds; how can they admit the 
bare idea of returning order, without horror? 
War has put into their hands a new buſineſs, 
and peace which would deprive them of it, 
muſt leave them unprovided. What,—return 
to honeſt toil, after a life of ſo much ſplendid 
ſeduction? prepoſterous! Theſe conſiderations, 
and more than theſe concur to prove, that 
the proſelytes of the Convention, or thoſe 
who have been forced into the ſervice, will 

not ceaſe to unite to the ancient ardour of 
the French, an energy, a reſolve, and a fe- 
| rocity hitherto unknown ; and will even give 
them a conſiſtency before thought, and in- 
deed, uſually found incompatible with the 

levity of their character. 
Shall we then any longer ſoothe 8 
with the dreams of thoſe futile reaſoners. and 
garret politicians, who would perſuade us now, 
as they tried to do in the firſt half year of 
the revolution, that nothing which is violent 
can 
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can laſt Jong ? and, therefore, that the ex- 
traordinary exertions of France muſt | ſoon 
burn out by their own vehemence ? It is, 
alas, but too true, that this general rule finds 
an exception in the preſent caſe. Why ſhould 
we flatter ourſelves, that the effect will ceaſe, 
while the cauſe not only remains, but acquires 
every day, every hour, a new degree of ſpi- 
rit, and of force? Fire, which is the proper 
emblem of activity, can never be extinguiſhed, 
while it is fed with new fuel. And does that 
Vesuvivs, which almoſt two thouſand years 
ago, buried in its fiery womb, the treaſures 
of Pompea, and Herculaneum, exhibit any 
ſigns of exhauſted power to ravage, and to 
deſtroy ? Why then ſhould we expect, that 
the eternally ſupplied fires of a maddening 
people, ſhould be put out by any thing, but a 
force ane even to that . and that 
* VVV 
It is true, that the F rench Republic is now 
raging with a fever, that will be followed ul- 
timately by a mortal imbecility. The diſor- 
9 85 | 1 


5 © 22 
der muſt, in ithey end, burn out the bowels of 


the nation ſo forely viſited. But the fever is 
putrid and epidemic, and is | preading con- 
tagion as it flies : and who can fay how far 
it will go, or to what extent of time it may £ 
rage? Iam ready to admit, that the unnatural, 
the monſtrous edifice of the French Revolu - 
tion will even ſhake itſelf to pieces. I will 
grant that it is raiſed in ſand, and I could 
prove it in direct contradiction to all the laws 
of nature, all the hiſtory of nations, and all 
the inſtitutions on earth and in heaven; but 
perhaps the greater part of human beings now 
exiſting, may fall the victims of ambition, 
(which has ſtolen the modeſt name of brother- 
hood) before that æra approaches; and a 
prophecy of a ſpeedy iſſue ariſing from any 
thing but an actual union of the force of 
Europe, would be perfectly ridiculous, = 
Let us paſs on to the preſent, no matter 
how acquired, FINANCES of the enemy.— 
Let us ſee how they can ſuſtain this Coloſſus 


of 1 cn | | 
| 1. Thoſe 


E 
1. Thoſe who are at the head of the F FRY 
government, have ſeized on more than two 
thirds of that magnificent kingdom. This 
has been done by appropriating the ſuperb . 
eſtates of the crown, the poſſeſſions of the 
nobility, clergy, and in ſhort all private pro- 
perty to public uſes; and if they continue the 
war they have declared againſt all the propri- 
etors, they muſt inevitably make themſelves 
- maſters of all the property; and thus will be 
concentrated all the wealth of France in the 
hands of the Convention. 

2. An enormous maſs of aſſignats, 3s which 
the circulation is abſolutely impoſed amongft 
the laws of life, on pain of death, furniſhes a 

good, and ſufficient payment for every interior 
objet. And while the ſtipend, ſubſiſtence, 
equipment, and march of the Republican 
troops coſt nothing, fince the paper mills of 
the country were turned into manufactories 
of money, other ſtates are draining their re- 
ſources to the dregs to ſupply the ſame oc- 
caſions. Hence we obſerve a greater expen- 
diture i in fix weeks, than was ever collected 
under 
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under the ancient ſyſtem, to anſwer the de- 


mands of a whole year, even in times of the 


moſt notorious defalcation. And although 
the outgoings are abundant, the income, thus 
gathered by plunder at the edge of the guil- 


lotine, and at the muzzle of the muſquet, is yet 


more copious; and it is only by ſplendid ſa- 
crifices under the name of patriotic gifts, that 
the dreadful inſtruments abovementioned, 


can be propitiated. Like the tripple-jawed 


monſter at the gates of hell, they demand a 


bribe ſo enormous, that many of the trem- | 
bling citizens incur the forfeit of their lives 


in attempting by deſertion, concealment, and 
other ſtratagems, to avoid it. . Were all the 


ſovereigns of Europe to club their powers of 
accumulation, the whole aggregate. ſum would 
fall ſhort of the ſpoils of ſuch a nation as 


France, thus plundered by Act of Par- 
liament: for every man has now a preroga- 


tive to commit thoſe crimes in France, which 


would ſentence him to an ignominious death 
in England; and honorable mention is made 


in Paris of thoſe deeds, which would be 


almoſt 


1 25 ] 
almoſt too foul for the annals of TOWING te 


in London. 


It need not be obſerved, that money, by 
whatever means obtained, will ever be a moſt 


powerful inſtrument; and it is by means of 
this inſtrument, that the French are able to 


over-bribe, and over-buy, the reſt ofthe} powers 


of Europe. In every country there are © ſpi- 
rits now at work” for them ; ſpies at home, 


and ſpies abroad ;—large bodies of men— 
I might ſafely have written whole nations 
from whom they receive, under the convenient 
maſk of neutrality, every article of conſump- 
tion properly included in the neceſſaries of 


life. The money, ſent in exchange for thoſe 
commodities, is equally acceptable to the ven- 


ders, whether it has been honeſtly, or frau- 


dulently acquired by the purchaſer ; whether 


the ſpoilation of a palace, the treaſure of a 
murdered citizen, or the robbery of an altar. 


Indeed, in this caſe, as the receiver is as bad 


as the felon, that the goods bought by one 


ſet of traitors, ſhould be fold by another, is 
bringing the bargain to a fair balance. It 


E is 
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18 A to PEN glorious ſyſtem, of equa- 
lity, which would league all mankind in the 
bonds of uniyerſal depredation. 

1 the ſyſtem is well * we ** 
a ciouſly conducted. N. o wonder therefore it 
= ſucceſsful. | Do the Conventional armies 
feel the preſſure of a temporary want of any 
of the neceſſaries of life? The ſingle word 
Tequiſtipn,, acts with the force of a ſpell; it is 
the cue for general ftripping For it begins te 
be pretty well underſtood now, that the word 
Egalits means no more, than to expteſs the 
natural right of every man to go naked; and 
it is at length ſeen clearly, that the Conven- 
tion of France, in all their decrees, eefolvoty 
reduce every body, but themſelves; to that fate 
of nature. And they have ſo well contrived 
allthis, that rich and poor ſurrender their ſhoes 
_ and. ſhirts, and think themſelves well off, if 
the Lords of the requiſition do not inſiſt on 
having their ſkins into the bargain, But the 
moſt pleaſant. part of the buſineſs is, that the 
Bos owes puditje, are MOLE to call 
ati act 11.5. c of | theſe 


L Ws. 
theſe exations, — . en g 
and Republican gifts! 3 
In a word, tbe res he rac, 
the firſt appearance of a Commiſſioner in- 
veſted with the powers of the Convention, 
operates upon the people to he then plun- 
dered; like a charm, and will get together 
more articles, and more money, in eight'and 
forty hours, than the Sovereigns of Europe, 
with all their taxdtions, could collect forthe 
ſervice of mei Kue n we as " 
— rgument opal 
thee the French are furrounded ut preſent by 
advantages, with and without, chat are pe- 
culiarly their own; for where is the potentate 
on--earth who dare, in the extreme preſſure 
of public affairs, hazard, in amy ſingle inflance; 
any fingle meaſure, what theſe pretended re- 
generators of France have been :exatting | for 
the ſpace of four years? In the former 
calc, the ſlighiteſt impoſt, imperibuſſy inſiſted 
upon by ſtate neceſſity, to ſævol the general 
8 and even lives of the contributors to 
„ N - the 


2. 1 28 3 - | 
the tax, is the object of a thouſand „ : 
and exclamations ; as many demurs, and yet 
more ſubterfuges to avoid paying it: : But 1 in 
the latter inſtance, tlie Convention nods, and 
the nation, to its remoteſt province, trembles 


and obeys. The fabled omnipotence of the | 
heathen - Jupiter is reallized; and the leaſt 
- murmur, though breathed in a whiſper, 
| ſhould that whiſper be heard, is converted 
into a death warrant, which the complainant 
is made to ſign himſelf; and even his death 
becomes an advantage to his murderers, by 
offering a fuller occaſion to enrich with his 
ſpoils the National Freaſury, which is but 
S vaſt en ftolen 
I Ad of «ll this. ee d it oe 8 
eee eee 
the world, are fighting upon their own ground, 
that they are entrenched in fortreſſes which 
facilitate their attack, inſure their retreat, 
and repoſe their armies ; and- that their. re- 
ſources lie, like their power of communicat- 
ing with each other, always within their 


SZ | 45 N | reach. 
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reach. The Allies, on the con trary, are in 
a ſtrange land, ſurrounded by a number of 
ruined, deſpoiled countries on the one hand, 
and by ſpies, open enemies, and falſe friends 
on the other : Their own territories, open 
on every fide, can be guaranteed only by the 
places which they conquer, and of theſe they 

have to repair the ruins, before they are in a 
ſtate to anſwer even that purpoſe. - Better, 
| far better, perhaps were it, to quit them in 
| their duſt and aſhes, and leaving only a ſuf- 
ficient force by way of an army of obſerva- 
tion, march on with the main body, with 
the artillery, and other military acquiſitions; 
to purſue the vanquiſhed to their laſt reſorts. 
Another dreadful inconvenience is, that 
the combined forces require much time, much 
labour and expence, to make up their loſſes 
of every kind: whence it happens, that it 
demands a ſeries of the moſt uninterrupted, 
and brilliant ſucceſſes to n the end 
propoſed. | 
What then is the audi to be aim 
from theſe inconteſtible, and alarming pre- 
acl: miſes? 


{ 
br 
10 
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miſes? Why the exact reverſe of that, which 


is ſedulouſly infiſted on by the phalanx of mal- 
contents, which range themſelves around the 
confederated powers of Europe: I ſay the 
exact reverſe, becauſe it is generally good, 

and und policy to hold a doctrine oppoſite | 
to that, Which is laid down for us by the ſe- 
ditious. On this principk, as they have ad- 
viſed a peace, I fay boldly, fleur iT our! 
for there is no peace to be made worth having, 

but with an enemy, who himſelf reſpects hu- 


man laws or compacts, or who lives under 
4 government which is reſponſible for their 
violation.” How then will you make peace 
with a nation, which profeſſes to have neither 


laws human, or divine ? No e and 


e drach 


What thould we ſay of the Naval Com- 


manders, who, at the end of incredible ag- 
greſſions, ptovocations, threats, and outrages, 


reſolved to combine all their forces againſt 4 


tyrant, from whom they were taught to ex- 


pect death as à 'confequence of captivity, or 


Havery as an indulgence ; and then, becauſe 


the 


* 

the accomplices in this piracy were found ca · 
pable of more refiſtance than had been an- 
ticipated, the negociators ſue for peace, with- 
out confidering, that the GRAND OBST A- 
CLE (a ſolemn fact that I would ſtrongly mark, 
and awfully impreſs) the GRAND OBSTA- 
. CLE. TO SUCCESS, HAS: BEEN ALL 
ALONG, THE WANT OF UNANIMI- 
TY AND HARMONY z theſe very COM . 
MANDERS, at the very criſis, when their 
being but for a fingle week, or day, of one 
mind, as men combined againft a common 
enemy ſhould be, might have purged the ſea, 
and enfranchiſed the land of all their lawleſs 
deſtroyers ? 

Suppoſe for a moment a caſe, which will 
bring this matter to a point. Let us croud 
into one large veſſel, an immenſe number of 
paſſengers of different nations, moſt of them 
ſtrangers to one another, but ſome even ene- 
mies, inaſmuch as individuals can take ſhare 
in the quarrels of the ſtates, of which they are a 
part; but in this veſſel all are crammed together. 
They are launched on the open ſea in one com- 
5 mon 


(Lage | 
mon 2 In the courſe of the voyage ; 
the ſhip ſprings a leak ; for a long while it is 
' difregarded as a trifling circumſtance ; but 
danger being at laſt apprehended, the crew 
\ diſpoſe. of themſelves according to their 
5 different diſpoſitions ; ſome apply vigorouſly 
to the pump, others attempt to repair the 
| ſtarted planks, while not a few ſtand aloof 
to the laſt minute, on Pretence | of want 


5 of kill, or want oftrength, or on any other 


apology that covers their ill will. At length 
however, the peril becomes imminent, and 
the image of death is before every eye. At 
that. inſtant, but not till then, all difference 
of nations, habits, and of languages are ab- 
ſorbed in 0 yet more powerful prejudice—the 
hve of oneſelf —every heart beats to the gene- 
ral good, and every hand is huſy to effect it. 
The force thus faithfully united, thus Ac- 

ruAIILY combined, is ſufficient to the ſalva- 
tion of the ſhip, which, even while the roar- 
ing waters are attempting to overwhelm: it, 
is ge into ſafe mootings,—for at the mo- 
| | | ment 
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hens; there is a fort of endearment ariſing 


from common calamity, and fiom the joint 


effort of ſubduing it amongſt Britons, Spa- 
niards, Turks, Chriſtians, and all that n 
up the motley crew ! 


EUROPE is, in the moment 1 us, 


preciſely in the ſituation, and under the cir- 
cumſtances of that veſſel ! The long, and de- 
plorable indifference, almoſt apathy, with 
which the confederated Powers have to re- 
proach themſelves; the yet more eulpable, 
becauſe unnatural diſpoſitions of ſome ſe- 
ditious men the ſubjects of thoſe ſoyereigns, 
to counteract, and by confederation. amongst 
themſelves, to render ſineffectixe the | meaſures 
of the different governments under which 
they live, and by which they are protefied— 
and, if any thing more blameable can be added 

to. theſe EITArs, the,petty, ill-timed, and dan- 
gerous ambitions, and altercations, that have 
been ſaid to prevail, amongſt what ſhould be in 


deed, as in word, the UNITED ARMIES, 


but too truly repreſent the crew. of this veſſel. 
6 forbid, that as the ſages of deſtruc- 
ä - - many 
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tion is equal, the means to prevent it ſhould 
be leſs unanimous ! Of exertions really unani- | 
mous, I cannot form a doubt. Pax ls is the 
port, into which the reſt of Europe ſhould direct 
the warlike veſſel. I do verily think, and fo 
think tens of thouſands, that it is yet to be 
gained, though it can only be by UNION; 
but be it remembered, that if it be not gained in 
1794, it muſt not be given up for ever indeſpair! 
Taken at the worſt, ſhould even the con- 
centration of all auxiliary nations thus brought 
to a point forgetting individual paſſions, and 
prejudices of cuſtoms, countries, and tongues, 
ancient grudges and recent animoſities; ſhould 
all mankifd link themſelves into brotherhood, 
for the time being at leaſt,” and yet fail, as even 
the moſt puiſſant human endeavours may, it 
is the wiſdom of the powers concerned—and 
who in this ſtrife is not .concerned?- it will | 
be yet more eſſential than ever, to profit by 
the rr leſſons of Pg aer. = 
tune, Land Proc! 
We mult ſurely, ww this time, be Sigh 
. armed of 3 a new ſyſtem of 


0 tattics 
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ainſt an enemy, whoſe object is the 
downfall of that order, which the Almighty 
appointed in the arrangement of che world, 
and © ſaw that it 4was ge even: r from m_ 
firſt Creation * e ener 
It is in vain to ar els been msbortunes 
there have been, the conſequence of as great 
niſconduct, either at Horne or abroad, during 
the campaign of 1793. But let us drop over 


theſe the curtain of oblivion; let us indulge 


in the remembrance of better things; et us 
luxuriate awhile in the panegyric that is due 
to'the arms of Auſtria, youu of the var ors 
in} g powers. 1 

Breda was taken; Ane after havin g 
been menaced with deſolation, was reſcued; 


the devourin g jaws of Jacobin iſm were opened 


wide to ſwallow HoLLANnD, almoſt deluged | 


by its own troubled waters ; but they were 
opened i in vain, The Prince of CoBouRe, 
whoſe name cannot be mentioned without a 
thouſand i images of glory ruſhing on the mind, 

—notwithſtandin g the rigours of the ſeaſon, 
and the violent diſproportion of his troops, 
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Which, long &er chat Period, ght 
be n; reinforced, had but a mom. ent to ſpare, | 
and reſolved touſe it as a bene ould be 
employed. A ſucceſs, ſuch, as taking the cir- 
cumſtances together, we ſhall in vain ſearch for 
in the page of biſtory, crowned the effort. 
The affrighted Regicides, diſperſed, diſmayed, 
or mangled, abandoned their magazines, 
their, ſores, their artillery, their dead, and 
| their dying, and fled before, comparatively, 
an handful of men. On that day, in that im- 
mortal mament (for it can never paſs away from 
the minds and memories of men and foes 
ſhall record it yet more faithfully than friends) 
in that immortal mament was atchieved, by a 
5 body of fifteen thouſand harraſſed men, more 
than the. whole French nation in arms have 
been able to recover fince that time, with all 
that miſcarriage which ſucceeded, but which 
is no way imputable to the Prince of Co- 

Bound. 971 | 

The dilaltrous A ad not t 
ſmble even at Nerwinde, at the. ſummons 
of the i intre pid Dumourier, but to cover the 
conqueror 


* 
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conqueror with freſb. laurels. - The army of 
Cobourg though ſmall, was UNITED ; and in 


compact powerful, gave proof as ſtrong as 
holy writ, what may be done by concord, in 


league with courage. Never ſurely did fame 


trumpet to the world, or bear to her temple 
heroiſm more rapid, or more illuſtrious _ 
Every day, every hour, was the ſignal of ſome 


new victory; ſo that one may compare that 


triumphant march of the Auſtrians, to the 
ocean in a ſtorm, where the waves overwhelm 


every thing in their paſſage, and daſh = Som 


hem all aſſailing impurity. 


Of what glory had we not a right to con- 


| ſider this, as the harbinger ? Faſt upon it fol- 


lowed the diſgrace of Dumourier, a man leſs 


to be feared for the brilliance of his talents; 


than for the wicked means he adopted to give 


them effect. His arreſting the Commiſſioners, 
was a ſtroke of policy worthy of his genius. 
His influence over the troops he then com- 
manded, had almoſt perſuaded them to break 


in a ſingle week, the uſurped ſceptre of the 
Conven tion. Who but muſt wonder, who 


but 
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but deplore, the inexplicable, the myſterious 


inaction during all theſe golden opportunities, 
in which the Allied Powers indulged, while 


Dampiere had time allowed him, to gather to- 


gether the wrecks of the F rench army, and 


put it again in a poſition to turn upon its 


e * 

T am at the fame time, in candour to 
the abilities, and intentions of the Auſtrian 
Generals, and their Allies, willing 'to' ſup- 
pole, that there was ſome ſufficient, though 


to me, undiſcoverable cauſe for this con- 


duct. Perhaps they waited a reinforcement 
of men, and of artillery, to ſtrike deciſively. 
But in combating the French, more parti- | 
cularly than any other nation, did they 
reflect, how little even a ſuperiority of num- 
bers is able to balance the diſadvantage, of 
forbearing to avail themſelves of the conſter- 


nation, which the very name of Auſtria at 


that moment bore along with it? I do not 
mean to inſinuate, that theſe intrepid troops 
have been altogether without ſucceſs fince ; 


but. every victory has been followed by fo 


torpid 


„ 
torpid an interval, that it has been produc- 
tive of little general good. 

The moment of terror, by which any body 
of men are thrown into great, 4 unexpected 
diſorder, ſhould never be thrown away. It is 
uſually procured by one conqueſt, and leads on 
to others. In war, as in other human affairs, 
e there is a tide, which taken at the ebb, 
leads on to fortune; but in the above in- 
ſtance, it was ſo ſtrangely neglected, that the 
occaſion can ſcarce ever be expected to re- 
turn. No people better underſtand its value 
than the French themſelves; inſomuch, that 
TERROR is the Order of the Day; and it has 
been chiefly by that, the Revolution has been 
ſo long ſuſtained ; and if it does not by 
ſome, future, though unforeſeen event, be- 
come a mighty engine, in deſtroying the mon- 
ſtrous edifice which it raiſed, it is to be feared 
now, that the ſame line of conduct on our 
parts, will but tend to increaſe the evils of 
bleeding humanity. , 

We may ſurvey the ſalutary effects of the 
conſternation here {; poken of, in calling to mind 

ſome 
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ſome particulars in the ſiege of Valenciennes, 


After being fo long delayed, ſo inactively 


undertaken, and impeded, like the reſt of 


the operations, with ſo many fatal inter- 
ruptions, the Allied troops began to be ſe- 
rious, to awake, as it were, from a deep ſleep, 
and. to exhibit itſelf before the camp of Cęſar/ 
With what ſatisfaction do we make report of 


that brilliant epoch, when nothing could chear 
the drooping ſpirit of the Conventional army : 
neither the ſtupendous works of art, nor the 


apparent ſecurity of a place, which nature her- 
ſelf ſeemed to have made impregnable, nor 


thoſe immenſe toils which had recently been 


ſuperadded, nor a train of artillery that ſpread 
before the redoubts a defence, that looked 
as if it mocked attack. But victorious Terror 
preceded at that time the Allied Armies — 
guided by ſxilful tacties, their intrepidity 
knew no obſtacle. Every Frenchman's heart 


ſunk within him, and, as if actuated by one 


overbearing fear, they relinquiſhed a garriſon 
of five and twenty thouſand men, though they 
had boaſfed of it as the bulwark of France, 


and 


i 4 
* YZ a 


* 
and had been in the habit of calling it, the grand 
barrier betwixt Vienna, and Paris. The Con- 
ventionaliſts fled, and terror was beating at 
their boſoms. Was not that the moment of 
purſuit? What a criſis! How full of hope 
on the one hand, of deſpair on the other 


Inſtead of which „ „„ TR 


Let the blank remain, fince it could not be 
filled up to the advantage of thoſe, whom 
we reſpect, and deplore. 
| Major Aſpre is ordered to ſummon the ſur- 
render of Cambray. He learns on all hands 
that the inhabitants are ripe for revolt: he 
is even told, that the garriſon is weak, and 
that a few ſtraggling pieces of cannon are the 
ſole guarantees of the ramparts. The Go- 
vernor, nevertheleſs, makes the uſual reply, 
that he will defend the fort to the laſt ex- 
tremity. A few red-hot balls, and two 
hundred bombs had they hen been thrown, 
muſt | aſſuredly have yielded the poſſeſſion of 
T7 G that 
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that important place. The ſtate of the peo- 


-ple, and of the fortreſs, could not have held 


out a ſingle day, as have ſince appeared by the 


confeſſion of the commander, and the report 
of the Convention. That glorious occaſion 


was alſo ſuffered to eſcape ; and, now behold 
the reverſe of that glory! Several months, 
every moment of which muſt be accounted 
precious, waſted under the walls; an immenſe | 
ſtore of ammunition conſumed ; the labour in 
vain of erecting three parallels; hecatombs 
of brave, but ill-adviſed ſoldiers ſacrificed in 
the trenches ; a numerous army to cover the 
blockade, and to continue the operations. 

Taking the two, in one point of inſpec- 
tion, may we not exclaim with melancholy 
truth 


Look but on hat Picture 
% And on This /” 


The refuſal of the commander of the gar- 
riſon, turned out to be nothing more than 
the ſignal of retreat ; as well of the Conven- 
tional army, as of the town. The evil genius 


that ſeems to take part with France, then 


ſuggeſted 


> 2 

ſuggeſted to the Allied Armies, to weaken 

their force—by dividing it: 
Behold the epoch at which we muſt date 
all the miſchiefs that enſued. | 
The Duke of York, at the head of farty 
thouſand troops, whichin point of figure, feel- 
| Ing, and equipment, reflected luſtre on the 
Britiſh nation ; himſelf, a brave, empaſſioned, 
and promiſing ſoldier, took the route for 
DuxkIRK. The alacrity of his march, his 
arrival under . the very walls of the town, 
without heavy artillery, and long before the 
time ſettled for the reinforcement of Rear- 
Admiral MacBRiIDEt ; the heroic, but pre- 
mature courage with which he purſued the 
enemy to the very counterſcarp of the place, 
all went to ſhew, that every thing but intre- 
pidity was overborne, and overlooked by this 
army of enthuſiaſm, How glorious, had there 
been a Mentor at hand, to guide the arm of 
Telemachus ! It is even poſſible, had the 
Admiral been timely enough apprized of this 
| ſecret expedition, to come up, or ſend only a 
decent addition of artillery, that the garriſon of 
G 2 DuNRkIRR 


E 
' DonxIRK might have been taken, before it 
could have received the ſuccours to reſiſt. 
But obſerve the fickle turns of victory, and 
of defeat in war. Thoſe very Conventional 
hordes, who had ſo lately abandoned a poſi- 
tion, which they deemed impregnable, re- 
= ſumed their efforts the inſtant they ſaw the 
Allies divide. Is not this another argument 
in favor of indiſſoluble union? The camp of 
Caſſel was the place of rendez vous for the 
Regicides. By degrees the troops arrived in 
ſmall detachments, without attempting to 
diſcompoſe the ceconomy of a ſingle battalion, 
or making any movement to annoy the enemy. 
All was the profound ſecreſy of military ſtra- 
tagem; not a whiſper of what was in prepara- 
tion, reached the adverſary. It was the myſtery 
of a conſpiracy, forming as it were, in the bow- 
els of the earth; it was the brooding filence 
of the air preceding the thunder. At length, 
after collecting all their forces at leizure, after 
having mellowed their plan, and encouraged 
themſelves with the hopes of enjoying the 
fruits of it, the conſpiracy declared itfelf ; 
f um 
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41 
the thunder broke, and they covered every 
part intended to be aſſailed, as a torrent 
overwhelms the plain. 

The intrepidity of the Britiſh legions, was 
equal to that of the enemy; perhaps it was 
even ſuperior: But what could intrepidity 
then do, but multiply, and prolong the car- 
nage? What, but retard the inevitable defeat, 
made more horrible to the generous heart, 
by the imminent danger of one of the ſons 
of his BRITAN NIC MajesTy, the wounds 
of another, the ſurrender of many gallant 
ſoldiers, and the death of ſtill more? We 
cannot but remember the dire loſſes ſuſtained 
in magazines, cannon, &c. we cannot but 
remember the defeat, the terror of the 
DuTcy troops at Menin, and at Werwick 4 
which were the immediate conſequences of 
the Engliſh diſaſter. 

The valour of the Auſtrians, and the Gs 
cious conduct of the chiefs, however, even 
in that perilous moment, were oppoſed to the 
Regicides, and checked their progreſs. But 
it was placed beyond the reach of human re- 

ſources 
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 Jources, to repair the countleſs injuries, and da- 
mages of the Allies; or of the fatal animo- 
ſities which were the. reſult. To finiſh the 
ſcene of diſcontent, and diſappointment, the 
ſiege of Mug ROE was retarded, till it was 
even an unſeaſonable raſhneſs to make any at- 
tempt upon it; and the evil diſpoſed in every 
part of Europe ſeemed to be furniſhed both 
with time, with reaſon, and argument, in favour 
of a ſyſtem, which gave a ſanction to the ope- 
rations of the enemy, and their own opinions, 
Juſt as the armies of the Convention began 
to conſider those of the Allies as invincible, 
the fatal affair of Dunkirk convinced them, 

„ there was a mortal part. They found out 

= the heel of AcniLLEs, and as the blood 

[ flowed from it, their hearts felt ſomething of 
the hope, that re-animated the ſavages of 
America, when they beheld the Europeans, 

_ whom they ſo long conſidered as a race of 
ſuperior beings, falling into n hands for 
the firſt time. ä 
. Succeſles, like defeats, are commonly in 8 
train. The Austrians ever awake, in mo- 

ney tion, 
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tiou, and almoſt inceſſantly under arms, who 
were upon the point of inveſting MauBeucGe, 
when the news arrived of the defeat of their 
Allies, were obliged to march in haſte to- 
wards Menin, feeling how much the poſ- 
ſeſſion of that place, would guard an import- 
ant part of their own frontiers. All the re- 
doubts which defended the approaches were 
attacked, and carried at the ſame inſtant ; and 
notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſeaſon, 
the town was inveſted, and the fiege pre- 
pared, while the Regicides, who had aſſem- 
bled ſlowly, and without impediment, all 
their forces on the fide of Landrecy and 
Aveſnes, made an attack on the army of ob- 
ſervation. Little expecting ſuch a manceu- 
vre, a general battle took place the next day, 
and on that occaſion it was, that the double 
fanataciſm and madneſs, of head and heart, of 
enthuſiaſm and burning liquors, incited the 
French to throw themſelves as it were, into 
the mouth of the enemies cannon, by which, 
though whole ranks were mowed down, they 
did not fail to ſing forth the Revolutionary 


alrs 
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airs amidſt rivers of blood, the cries of the 


wounded, and of mangled carcaſes, literally 
Like mountains heap'd on mountains to the Skies,” 


Well indeed, may it be ſaid, that at that 
inſtant, notwithſtanding the ſlaughter, the 
numbers remaining, or as if by magic brought 
to the field, were irreſiſtible ; ſince even the 
Auſtrians were in the end compelled to change 
their poſition; Their retreat was that of the 
Lion overwhelmed by multitudes, whom 
no one dare approach too near, notwithſtand- 
ing his loſs of blood. What confidence 
ought not the Conventional troops to have in 
themſelves, after having thus driven back 
the beſt ſoldiers , and the beſt officers i in 22 80 
rope! T 

While theſe tranſactions were ng © on 
one part of the frontiers, the Lines of Mes 72 
fembourg, ſo lon 81 thought to be impregnable, 
were forced in leſs than an hour, by the 
ä armies of General WoURMSER, and the Prince 
of Conv ; but it muſt be allowed, that the 
Pruffans contributed not A little, to the ſuc- 


ceſs of that day, by their gallant manoeuvres. 
8 One 


1 

One conſolotary remark is left us on this 
occaſion ; namely, that theſe continual and 
violent movements of the troops, ſo fatiguing 
and fo deſtructive for the men, and yet more 
for the horſes, —from Alſace to Flanders, and 
from Flanders to Alſace—from the army of 
the North, to that of the Vendeè - from Savoy 
to Lyons, from Lyons to Toulon, and from 
Toulon to Perpignan, and the long ination, 
while waiting to receive reinforcements from 
other quarters, inconteſtibly prove, that the 
Convention itſelf, began to feel the penalty, 
| annexed to its monſtrous exceſſes. It was 
under the neceſſity of diſpatching its moſt 
truſty partiſans in the character of Commiſ- 
ſioners, and even ſome of their own mem- 
bers, into every corner of the kingdom, as 
well to repair the dreadful havoc which had 
been made by the enemy without, as to quell 
the ſpirit of inſurrection, which in conſequence 
of. theſe devaſtations, began to ſhew itſelf 
within. And this plainly demonſtrates, that 
the number of men under arms, or capable of 
bearing them, is by no means ſuch as they 

3 would 


We. 
would have us believe. There is always a 
moment, at which the peſtilence begins to 
abate: that which viſited the land of Egypt, 
the ſoreſt which hath yet ſcourged the earth, 
if we except the one which is ſtill raging in 
France, had its criſis. May the ſame power 
that diſperſed the one, remove the other; 
and, if in the laſt caſe, as in the firſt, the ſins 
of the world were the cauſe of the viſitation, 
may the ſame penitence be accepted as a pro- : 
pitiation ! 
After ſuch diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs at tha Lines 
of Werfſembourg—unqueſtionably the moſt im- 
portant of the whole war, if the conquerors 
had been able to gather the fruits that might 
|| have been expected the towns of Weiſſem- 
bourg and Lauterbourg threw open their 
gates; the victorious army marched many 
leagues without meeting a fingle enemy ; 
the town of Haguenau, although covered by 
i a a conſiderable foreſt, which might have ob- 
ſtructed thein paſſage, ſurrendered without 
_ reſiſtance; the inhabitants diſcovered the moſt 
favourable diſpoſitions, the Regicides, were in a 
manner 
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manner ſtruck with conſternation ; and if pub- 
lic rumour is to be relied on, which ſeems to have 
been buſied on this occaſion, only to declare 
truth, even Straſbourg itſelf offered entrance to 
General WurMsEeR I It is at leaſt certain, 
that the Allies had a very numerous, and pow- 
erful party within the walls of that town ; 
but this advantage alſo, like others I have 
mentioned, was ſuffered to paſs away; the 
moment of conſternation was loſt, and I muſt 
: again repeat, that it is a loſs never to be re- 
paired.” If ever terror marches before the 
army of the Allies, it is hoped they will wel- 
come it as a friend, ſince the party that it 
purſues, will find it a moſt formidable enemy. 
But J muſt, in another inſtance, complain, 

and that heavily. After having thrown a 
few bombs into Landau, during three or four 
days, it was entirely abandoned for the miſera- 
ble, and eternal ſyſtem of blockading. Mean- 
while the Convention, who never cloſe their 
eyes, or permit others to do ſo, whoſe 
chief art conſiſts in turning the numerous 
errors of the enemy to their own advantage, 


H 2 55 and 


4-984] 
* to employ the long, and lee py interval 


which always ſeparates one operation of the 


Allies from the other, now haſten to ſend 
Commiſſioners, and the Guillotine, into Al- 
ace. Terror, exaction. and death, march be- 
fore them. After having hurried to the grave, 
every perſon fuſpected, every one indeed who 


did not carry the Revolutionary delirium to 


its higheſt pitch, they came to regenerate, 
after their manner, the town of Straſbourg ; 
that is to ſay, all the places of Adminiſtration, 
were confided to Sans Culottes, of tried per- 
ſeverance in cruelty, and crime proof to all, 
that hath in it a reliſh of Glyation. The 
Bur gher s, and the Peaſantry , were fr ightened 
from innocence into guilt ; they were even 


made to aſſiſt at the labours of the Guillotine, 
While the affluent thought themſelves happy 


to ſave their lives at the expence of their for- 
tunes, though generally the facrifice of the one, 
followed cloſe on the other. Requifitions were 
made with new activity Conſiderable re- 
infor cements were added to the army of Jon- 


PAN, and the Alles were at length con- 


ſtrained 


CF 
ſtrained to ' betake themſelves into canton- 
ments. I will ſpare the reader and myſelf, 
the awkward detail of the lines and re- 


doubts of Morter, as well as the blocking of 


Landau, of which, a very little vigour and 


conſtancy, muſt have long {ſince aſſured us 


the poſſeſſion, and which would. have cer- 
tainly proved the beſt reſting place for the Al- 


lied Armies. The conſequences indeed of 


this ſtrange deſertion of fortreſſes and towns 
ready to fall before them, are too manifold, 
and too melancholy: to dwell upon ; but 
amongſt thoſe conſequences muſt ever be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, by its ſuperior horrors, the misfor- 
tunes of Alſace, the Dutchy of Deux-ponts, 
and of that part of Germany, which has been 
left to the unparalelled devaſtations, and bar- 
barities of the Regicides.—— 


It may anſwer a good purpoſe to offer a 


retroſpective ſummary of the ſucceſſes, and 
miſcarriages, of the laſt campaign. 


The Prince of CoBoure, at the head of 


an inconſiderable army, drove back all the 
foroes of the Republic, i in the very hey-dey 
and 
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and pride of their victories: by which he be · 


came the ſaviour of Holland, and of the 
Netherlands, in leſs than ſix weeks; the 
camp of Famars, which under the Mareſchal 


De VILLARS, kept the enemy at bay during 


an whole campaign, was carried in a few 
hours, with very little loſs. The celebrated 


camp of Ceſar, was evacuated the inſtant 


that the Allies put themſelves in a poſition 
to attack it: thoſe: of Giveld, and in the 
neighbourhood of Dunkirk, did not make a 
formidable reſiſtance ;- four thouſand men at. 
tacked at Marchiennes, were either cut in 


pieces, or taken priſoners ; and it did not take 


up more than an hour to force the far-famed 
Lines of Weiſembourg. 

The reverſe of the picture is now to be re- 
capitulated. The entrenchments of Hond- 


ſcoot were taken, and almoſt filled up with the 


blood of the Allies. Even the undaunted 
Auſtrians, ſcreened as they were by almoſt 
unnumbered redoubts, were compelled to 
raiſe the ſiege of Maubeuge. The environs 
of Toulon, as well by land as water, and on 

| the 


- E 


the finger of which depended the fate of 
the town, and to fortify which, even delibe- 
rately, abundance of time was allowed, 
were abandoned; the lines of Motter, flanked 
as they were with Auſtrians, were left in a 


blaze. The blockade of Landau was given 


up in deſpair, and it will be difficult for the 
Hiſtorian of that tranſaction, to make the 
readers of a future age believe, - that the joint 
armies of two of the moſt powerful potentates 
of Europe, commanded by two of their moſt 
illuſtrious heroes, General WURMSER, and 
the Duke of BRUNSWICK, had been repulſed 


from a ſituation, which art, nature and the 


ſeaſon, concurred to render impregnable : re- 
pulſed too by an undiſciplined banditti, under 
the orders of Hoch, and PicutE6RU—con- 
| ſtrained to deſert, not only their conqueſts, 

but the ſtores, and a very intereſting part of 
their own territory, after they had been ſpec- 
tators of its ravage, in a manner the moſt 
cruel: after having divided the bluſhing Rhine 


between the vanquiſhed Citizens, and victo- 


rious Brigands. 


From 
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From all theſe circumſtances, . is it not na- 
tural to conclude, that the misfortunes of the 
laſt campaign, are to be attributed rather to 
the means of employing the forces, than 
the inſufficiency of the forces themſelves? 
And is it not obvious, that we have attended, 
neither to the nature of the war, nor the na- 
ture of the enemy? In a war of opinion, and 
eſpecially againſt the F rench, who, to their 
natural bravery and impetuoſity, now join all 
the incitements of enthuſiaſm, and of po- 
litical fanaticiſm, the leaſt check they re- 
ceive, is the ſure forerunner of another more 
important: the ſmalleſt delay is therefore a 
fault, of which an enemy fo ſopn depreſſed 
and clevated, ſoon avails himſelf. Give a 
Frenchman but a moment to rally, and whe- 
ther his diſtreſs be of a public, or private na- 
ture, be is himſelf again! His misfortune is 
forgotten, and repaired on the fame inſtant, | 
if left to his own natural reſources ; indeed a 
de efenfioe war with ſuch an enemy, brings 
upon the moſt valiant armies, trretrievabſe 
loſſes. It ſhould be a firſt principle to attack 


the Regicides, to — their meetings, to 
march 


march againſt them with undivided- energy, 
to follow up every blow, to harraſs them in 
every quarter and without any intermiſſion. 
Even when the armies in combination have 
gained over them the moſt ſignal victory, the 
ſtep ſhould be ſtill onward, never retrograde, 
and the fame day, the fame hour if * 
ſhould renew the combat. 


This ſyſtem would ſoon overwhelm them 


with irrecoverable diſmay ; but that ſtum- 
bling-block thrown by States in the way of 
armies, of waiting for replies to propo- 
fitions,—for freſh orders, -long-winded confe- 
rences for connecting lines, repairing the 
broken links in the military chain, &c. &c 
&c. &c. when there is ſuch an enemy to be 
dealt with as the FRENCH now under con- 
ſideration, diſtinguiſhed by their devouring 
| ſpeed, and habits of murder, would in the 


end, triumph over the forces of ALEXANDER; 


or to ſelect our models of heroiſm from mo- 
dern examples, over the armies of Auſtria, and 
Great Britain 5 
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It can be no ſecret to thoſe, who have any 


perſonal knowledge of the French character, 


that the ordinary temperament of their mind, 
even when wrought on - by no adventitious 
circumſtances, is a violence, compared with that 
of any other ſet of people in Europe. Reflect 
a moment, how, and by what means, and 
for what ends, this natural warmth, and im- 
petuoſity, are augmented ? Their inflammable 
diſpoſitions are now blazing with the ſupply- 


ing fuel, which increafes as it goes. Every 


moment the uncontroulable, the hitherto un- 
extinguiſhable fire catches a freſh houſe, and 
the engines. employed to-bring it under, have 
only ſprinkled it with water, ſufficient, to 


make it rage fiercer. The engines. muſt 
play with inceſſant vigour, or it never can be 
put out, but by its own conſuming ſpirit; 
and Cer that arrives, EuxopE may become a 
tonflagration Were it not bordering on pro- 


phanation, to convert to ſuch unhallowed pur- 


poſes a facred part of our holy faith, I might 
have added, that the conflagration (could we 


ſuppoſe 


| pole that Providence would make a race of 
ſuch wicked agents, the means of effecting 


E 


his Divine Will) might be extended to b 


awful fire, which, we are told, is one day to 


deſtroy the world! 


The French tactics, have been i 


conformable to the Satanic principles the 
Conventionaliſts would eſtabliſh. One can- 
not but obſerve ſome of their grand military 
maxime, when any of the ſublime plans 
of aſſaflination are to be put into execution, for 
the ſucceſs of which the General pledges his 


head: (the quantity of blood ſpilt is never 


taken into the account—it' is decreed, and 
muſt be done) The army is aſſembled with a 
rapidity almoſt incredible ; the Commiſſioners 
appear decorated with the inſignia of their 
bloody order; they amuſe, and work up their 
no lefs bloody inſtruments, by harrangues in 
the Oriental ſtyle of the day: much is faid 
of the immaculacy of the Convention, much 


of the Committee of Public Safety. The 


obedient, ſworn minions, ſpread themſelves 


amon gft the ranks, to applaud the violent, and 
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1 
incite thoſe, who might be guilty of moderation: 
the air reverberates with the cries of Long live 
the Republic ! and no leſs with thoſe of —Down 
. with Kings, down with Tyrants ! intermingled 
with a due proportion of abuſe againſt all 
their ſubjects, who, in Conventional lan- | 
guage, are ſlaves, and the vile ſatellites of 
Deſpotiſm. The women, or rather the Bac- 
chanals, and Furies,—for a female who quits 
the modeſt graces of her own character, and 
trenches on the villainies of the worſt part of 
ours, deſerves no better appellations,—firſt in- 
ebriate the ſoldiery, then themſelves; war- 
like muſic is joined to the infanity, and the 
charm is complete ! Immediately, an hun- 
dred thouſand wild beaſts, fluſhed with li- 
quor, and foaming with rage, reel away to the 
field of action, breathing vengeance, and 
venting execration ! Thus drugged, like fo 
many drunken cannibals to attack an army, 
whoſe valour is excited by no ſuch adventitious 
aids. Wounds, and death are no objects, when 
oppoſed to. intoxication, and plunder: Is it 
wonderful then, that the braveſt troops in the 
; World, 
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world, remaining in their ſober ſenſes ſhould 


often be ſhaken, and ſometimes ſubdued ? 
In an attack upon the Patriots, on the con- 
trary, we have manifeſtly the advantage: : 


ſince the Bacchanal armies are not wrought 


to theſe exceſſes without a re-union of every 
ſeductive meaſure on the part of their com- 


manders, and of thoſe, who are yet nearer the 


head of affairs. With all the native warmth, 
and acquired heat of the French ſoldiery, they 
are obliged to wait for their uſual modes of be- 
ing wound up. Their diſorder is the acceſs of a 
burning fever, which although it never remits, 
is not in à moment at its proper height for 
thoſe acts of phrenzy, to which it is deſ- 
tined. Attack them while the diſorder is 

collecting, before it comes to the criſis. 
Confuſion, inconſiſteney, imbecility, and 
diſmay, prevail in the intervals: then it is, 
that the Combined Armies ſhould aſſail the Re- 
gicides; then it is that they ſhould vanquith, 
and that they ſhould reſcue— HUMANITv. 
Waiting for their attack upon us, is waiting, 
till they ſhew us they are ready ; and convince 
us 


A SEECSSS - 


i 
[ 
z 
1 
FT 
. 
1 
; 


— — Os ec — 
ro. 5 4 =. & 2 


CE ee are a en . 
Rabat Bon. ANGIE: Dro boo 
_ hk 2 


—  — 


"> 06% * . . : 
— &? > — — : — - 
— * — I; =. x 
i — — — — . ., 


— 
— 


— — 


* 
. rd. 
— —— po — — — — 


1 @ J 
us, that delays are not more 2 in 
love, than in war. 
The force of this truth may be * more 
ſtrongly impreſſed by an illuſion. Figure to 
yourſelf a worn- out courſer, once the honour 
of the menage, governed, and goaded on by an 


able equerry. He calls to remembrance all 


his ancient proweſs, ſeems to pride himſelf 
in renovated vigour, and appears to rival the 
foremoſt in the courſe ; but he has been 
wrought to all this by violent, and artful 
means, and his tranſitory ſpirit ſoon paſles 
away. It diſappears with the cauſe that gave 
it birth; and if he was obſerved the moment 
after, his weakneſs would appear proportioned 
to the vehemence of thoſe extraordinary 
efforts, to which he owed his ſucceſs,—— 

The ſame impartiality which has guided me, 


and which leads me to indul ge the utmoſt 


ardency of hope for the more happy deſtiny 
of Europe, obliges me again to hazard a few 
reflections on the conduct of the Allies. 
The ſlowneſs in the operations with which 
the Generals ſtand chargeable, has extended 
alſo 


L 64 J 
alſo to the ſeveral governments, and has every 
where had the fame miſchievous conſequences. 

At the commencement of the laſt war, it 
was ſaid, that the pendulum of Mon/ieur de 
Sartine, always went flower than that of the 
Engliſh Minifter. May we not with equal 
reaſon obſerve, that the penduluras of all the 
Cabinets of Europe, oppoſed to that of the 
Committee of Public Safety, are conſtantly 
lofing time ? | 

Amongſt a number of illuſtrations * this 
melancholy truth, I ſhall content myſelf with. 
the two following. Firſt, the deplorable 
war of the Vendee, carried on by men of the 
moſt approved fidelity, aſſembled almoſt by 
a miracle, and ſupported by an activity, har- 
mony, and perſeverance without example; 
providing themſelves with arms, ammunition, 
and artillery, and often conquering the Re- 
gicides by the force of unyielding reſolution : 
Is it poſſible that this generous army of real 
Patriots, ſhould have been left near eight 
months, abandoned to themſelves without ma- 
 gazines, garriſons, cities, or any ſtrong holds 

; to 


E. 1 
to retire to; having only the ſame harraſſed, 
and fatigued troops, in oppoſition to armies 
tenewed, and ſtrengthened inceſſantly? God 
forbid that this indifference to the fate of 
men, who had a claim on our beſt ſupport, 
| ſhould have been the reſult of a confederacy | 
in Politics, blind, as it proved inhuman ! : 
At length however, they appeared inclined 
to ſtretch out the helping hand, and began to 
take meaſures accordingly. But whether by 
a fatality of circumſtances, or the ill con- 
ſtruction of plans, formed for that purpoſe, 
when the generous Royaliſte, allured by the 
promiſe of aſſiſtance, and relying on the good 
faith of nations pledged to ſuccour them, ap- 
peared on the coaſt, they found .nothing of 
what they had been taught to hope. 
Thus left deſtitute—without artillery, and 
indeed every means of attack to conduct a 
ſiege, they arrived, but to ſhed tòoͤrrents of the 
beſt blood of France, under the paltry walls 
of Granville, to no good end whatever. 
The dread of being betrayed, of wanting the 
common neceſlaries of life, and of finding 
| themſelves 


[ 6; 
themſelves on the ſea coaſt, without any 
means of fafety, induced thoſe devoted wan- 
derers to return once more into the interior 
parts of the country: and even then, they 
had to cut their way through innumerable 
hoſts of enemies, with no other reſources, 
khan thoſe, that were furniſhed by deſpair! 
Brave, unhappy, generous victims of your 
deſolated land, whete is the heart that hath 
one touch of love, or pity in it, but muſt 
bleed for, and bewail your deſtiny ! _ 
Soon after, indeed, the Engliſh fleet ar- 
rived at Guernſey: but, unfortunately the de- 
lay had been {> great, as to fill us with freſh 
regrets, that their arrival could be of no ſervice 
to thoſe, who had already fallen facrifices, by 
thouſands, to this dreadful procraſiinativn, 

But for this unaccountable tardineſs, 
thoſe: miferables, it is moſt probable, would 
have been at this day amongſt the dear- 
eſt, proudeſt objects of our victories, the 
terror of the vanquiſhed Convention, and the 
ſaviours of more thouſands of | Citizens, 
vhochayofinge been devoted! It is as im- 
250 K poſſible 
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| poſſible to diſcover the motives of this con- 
duct, as to calculate its conſequences. The 


whole matter appears as contrary to ſound 
policy, as to the intereſts of humanity. How 
devoutly is it to be wiſhed, we had felt 


in time, that to ſubdue France, we mult aſ- 
ſociate the well-diſpoſed part of the French 


in our efforts ! that we had been convinced, 


L Counter-Revolution depended on the ſuc- 
ceſs of the army of the' Royaliſts—that the 


formation of that army, was of a nature to 
increaſe the phalanx of faithful ſubjects, long 


conſtrained to affect Republicaniſm, but in 


wait for an opportunity to declare their alle- 
giance that, in ſhort, they werein a country 
extremely abundant, without any ſtrong gar- 
riſons to ſtop their progreſs, and where the 
diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs of a ſingle day, would de- 
termine the conqueſt of ſeveral Departments, 
and conduct the denken army to the * 
of Paris! 

The ſecond example is not eſs to be de 
plored. A ſingular ſtroke of good fortune, 
and ſuch as the chances of war perhaps never 

yet 
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yet furniſhed an inſtance, threw Toulon into 
the hands of the Engliſh, without firing a 
ſhot, or the loſs of a ſingle man ! They were 
immediately put into poſſeſſion of no leſs 
than three and twenty ſhips of the line; of 
which two were of 120, three of 80, and the 
reſt of 74 guns. And to theſe were added 
a due proportion of frigates, and other veſſels 
of war. Three thouſand guns belonging to 
the navy, without counting a conſide:able 
land artillery, ammunition of all ſorts in 
abundance, with every equipment for the 
veſſels, that could give them either ſj plendour, 
or uſe. To theſe advanta ges were annexed, 
a population, from five and twenty, to thirty 
thouſand inhabitants, in general well diſpoſed 
to maintain, with vs: the rr they had 
_ wn. 


Every thing combined to induce, and en- 


courage the Allies to put themſelves, and their 
new friends as ſoon as poſſible in the beſt 
ſtate of defence, and the geographical ſitua- 
tion of Toulon, held out the faireſt advan tages, 

The Regicides were not in force in this part 
4 | Ks of 
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of their uſurpations: they had ſcarce; any 


troops of the line; and procured with diffi- 


_ culty, either ammunition, or proviſions : the 
managed poſſeſſion of this important fortreſs, 


was the moſt probable means to force the 

evacuation of Mice, and to render in conſe- 
quence, to the Piedmonteſe, and Outrichienne 
armies, their former activity and vigour; to 
unite with the Spaniards in the Ronfillon; and 
to profit by the neighbourhood of thoſe, De- 


partments, whoſe equivocal diſpoſitions gave 
2 the faireſt chance of a. Counter-Reyolution 


in the South. 
What means then were taken to 8 10 


þ | precious, ſo unhoped a conqueſt ? They 


placed i in it a feeble garriſon, compoſed of 


four ſtrange nations, ipeaking different lan- 


guages from each other, and ſtill more di · 
vided by the 4 ference of their views, hopes, 
and expectations. N was neceſlary, without | 
doubt, j in the firſt moment, to employ thoſe 


| troops, of whom they could immediately diſ 
poſe; but veho. can develope State myſteries, 


or-deeypher the. political problem, o or rather 
fatality, 


[69 ] 

| Gtalies, which occaſioned the arrival of 6000 
Iriſh troops, deſtined to reinforce the garri- 
ſon, to take place Jaik r one monly after its 
evacuation? 3 
Probably the eee a * thou- 
ſand, had been ſufficient to defend the fortreſs 
againſt an enemy, of which the greateſt part 
were-gathered together in haſte, 'and from 
amongſt the refuſe of the people. The loſs 
of the place depended upon the capture of a 
fingle redoubt, which they had abundant 
time to. fortify, and which ſo fortified, _ 
anſwered every purpoſe. 

Equity demands, that we ſhould impute this 
general tardineſs, in almoſt every country, to 
general negligence ; commmon juſtice might, 
perhaps, warrant our joining the cenſure 
of thoſe, who have not heſitated to pro- 
nounce it an attrocious combination of poli- 
tics; but I can make allowance for thoſe 
impediments, obſtructions, and difficulties, 
which the etiquettes, and ceremonies of 
governments, with the fatal diſtance of 
the United Powers from one another, 

throw 
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throw | in the way of the beſt concerted n mea- 
„ | 88 

Although we make theſe alowinces, we 
cannot but deplore them. While, for inſtance, 
aſſent is to be obtained from Spain, Germany, 
Holland, and Great Britain, to an object, that 

perhaps requires the utmoſt vigour and diſpatch, 
ſee with how much eaſe the enemy proceeds. 
I will not ſay bey ſettle theſe things much 
better in FRANCE,” becauſe my feelings 
revolt againſt every principle, on which the 
preſent ravagers of that country act; but it 
were well if the reſt of Europe were as vigilant 
and ſpeedy in a righteous, as the French have 
ſhewn themſelves in a wicked cauſe. God for- 
bid that other Powers, who are fighting to pre- 
vent the annihilation of every virtue, ſhould 
conduct even war itſelf, on any principles in- 
conſiſtently with the laws, which nations 
have conſented to hold facredin their moſt de- 
clared animoſities, and contentions: but ſurely 
they might, in a criſis lize this, contrive to 
'abridge ſome of thoſe punctillios, that conſume 
that time, of which every moment is now ſo 

| precious. 
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precious. If they have confidence in the leaders 
of their armies and navies, why ſhould they 
not be inveſted with a diſcretionary power, to 


act according to the variation of circum- 


ſtances ? There would never be an end of aſk- 
ing queſtions, on the blunders that were heaped 
upon one another in the affair of TovLon ! 
I will therefore cloſe the ſubject by demand- 
ing, why the conquerors had not the precau- 
tion at leaſt, to convey the ſhips of that har- 
bour into a ſafe port, either of Spain, or Italy, 
when they began to apprehend, there might 


be a chance of loſing the brilliant advantages 


they had gained! The report made in the 
Engliſh Parliament by Sir GILBERT ETTIor, 
who expreſſed his fears, that unleſs a ſtrong 
reinforcement ſhould arrive, it would be a 
miracle if Toulon remained in our poſſeſſion 
to the 25 -th of December, ſhould have been 
taken as a warning. Inſtead of which, a 
: great number of fine veſſels were reduced to 
aſhes, and ſeveral returned into the hands of 


the new. vanquiſhers, to re-ſtrengthen the 


enemy againſt ourſelyes ! 


Tell 


* 
rr 


77 J 
Tell me, ye, in whoſe management is 
placed the DprsTINVY or Evkorx, —tell me, 


if it de not incomparably better never to gain 
a conqueſt, than to loſe it with ſuch diſ- 
advantages? Is it not marching a ſtep for- 
ward, and a thouſand retrograde? TovLon 
was won without the loſs of a man, and ſur- 
rendered with the loſs of thouſands! The 
 furvivitig inhabitants of this town, of Loygwy, 
Verdun, and part of Champaign, have dearly 
paid, many with their lives, and all with 
their property, the intereſt they took in your 
cauſe, and their efforts to join your arms: 
Twenty thouſand of the wretched inhabitants 
of Toulon, of every age, ſex, 2nd condition, 
are reduced, even though you ſaved their lives, 
to become wandeters in a ſtrange land; and 
8 1 who remained in that unfortunate town, 
in the midſt of their untimely deaths, can- 


not help deploring your cruel viſit. The - 


worthy 1 inhabitants of Haguenau, and of all 
the conquered part of Alſace, are eithet de- 
ſtroyed, or flying from deftrudtion ; in other 


Fords, they arc fekting — from death, 
in 


i 3 1 
in the arms of famine. Thoſe of Fort Louis, 
whom you taught to hope, now having not 
where to lay their heads, vainly regret their not 
having followed the example of Landau, 
and oppoſed to you, all the reſiſtance of 
which their city was ſuſceptible. Your reds - 
hot balls could but partially bave impaired 
their dwellings, while your mines have le- 
velled them with the duſt. —No, a ſucceſſion 
of battles loft, would have hurt you leſs eſſen- 
tially, than theſe ſhort lived, and dear bought 
victories. | 
Baut let us throw a veil of mourning over 
this long catalogue of irremediable misfor- 
tunes, and only remember the faults that are 
paſt, to draw from them, leſſons of WH 
for our future conduct. Be 
That which now is the object of our re- 
oret, ought at the ſame time to be a motive 
of our livelieſt hope. It is evident that the 
Allied Potentates of Europe, have neither em- 
ployed a// their means, nor given to thoſe of 
which they have made uſe, their proper di- 
rection; while it is impoſſible for the Com- 
— mittee 
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| mittee of Public Safety, to have ſhewn more 
unanimity, vigour or energy! Let Monarcus 
then lay aſide, at leaſt adjourn till a moment 
more tranquil, thoſe views of intereſt, thoſe 
projects of aggrandizement, thoſe perſonal 
. animoſities, and thoſe fatal calculations, which 
put the moſt dangerous weapons into the 
hands of the evil intentioned part of every 
kingdom, while they throw a damp over the 
feeling of the moſt faithful. Let them be 
always, and equally great, and juſt, and ſhewing 
themſelves worthy of their exalted ſeats ! Cle- 
mency and goodneſs, preſiding in their coun- 
 cils, will gain, and ſecure the affections of 
thoſe deſerving their care ; but at the ſame 
time let the iron rad of juſtice be ever at 
hand, to rike the firſt. diſturber of the public 
repoſe, who dares ta think this benevolence 
the effect of weakneſs, ES 
Above all, let the GENER ALs riſe ſuperior to 
every ſentiment of pride, or National prejudice, 
| which may lead them for one moment to 
forget the greatneſs: of their calling, and 
feel in its proper force. this important truth, 
x1 ; that 


that they are no lon ger the ſoldiers of this na: 
tion, or of that; but that Europe, and ſuffer- 
ing humanity, have appointed them the de- 
fenders of their glory, their intereſt, and their 
exiſtence, againſt this horde of cannibals, 
Who have ſworn their downfall, and deſtruc- 
tion ! Let it be ever in their remembrance, 
that had HanniBar conducted his victorious 
army to Rome, immediately after' the battle 
of Connes, he would have gained the Empire 
of the World; but that omiſſion was puniſhed 
by the 1% of CAR THACGRI In fhort, let 
the example of the Marechal de BourLERS 
placing himſelf under the orders of VILLARs, 
whom he had a right to command, and who 
would fain have ceded to that right, teach 
them, that true glory, and heroiſm, conſiſt 
chiefly in the facrifice of every ſelfiſh con- 
ſideration, as often as it may injure, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, the public cauſe. Then fall- 
ing on every ſide, the too long triumphant 
guilty ſhall expire under their own bloody 
trophies : violated Religion once more riſe 
from the ruins of her own altars : the multi- 
. 1 8 tude 
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2 of victims groaning and oppreſſion, or in 
exile, whoſe ſouls are wounded by every evil 


that can afflict humanity, ſhall- again admit 


0 to their ſuffering boſoms, the balmy conſo- 
| lations of hope and joy; the no longer alarmed 
- proprietor, may again leave to his children the 


patrimony of his fathers, or the fruit of his 


own induſtry ; and the virtuous Citizen, in 
whatever rank providence has placed him, 
may again hail the dawn, of . and of 


| happy days ! 


To open the —— of 1794. 1 


the faireſt ptoſpect of ſucceſs, why ſhould. 
not the AILIES begin with the StxoR of 
LisIE ? When the tri- coloured flag waves 
no longer on the ramparts of that city, we 


may aſſure ourſelves a Counter-Revolu- 


tion is not far off. The Regicides will de 


ſtruck with conſternation; the neareſt towns 
will make but little, perhaps no reſiſtance. 
Weſt Flanders will have no longer to fear thoſe 


continnal incurſions, which have ſo long 


ſpread ruin, and deſolation, over that beautiful, 


and fertile Ne The Allies, leaving b 


bind 


\ 


SE» 
hind: them this. important place, may ad- 


vange with confidence, and in great numbers, 
into the interior of France, as they would 


then have ſo little to fear for the ſafety of their 
own frontiers. Yet, though I eſteem this 
meaſure indiſpenſable, I am far from wiſhing 
to conceal the difficulties that attend its ex- 
ecution. The preliminary ſtep is doubtleſs, 
the union of a very conſiderable body of 
troops; for with half means no reaſonable ſuc- 
ceſs can ever be expected. FoRTY-FIvE 
THOUSAND men at leaſt, ſhould be charged 
with the immediate operation of the ſiege: 
SEVENTY THOUSAND more with a corps of 
reſerve, ſufficient to repair the loſſes they 
may ſuſtain, ſhould be deſtined to cover the 
operations, and form an army of obſervation. 


In addition, a body of NINE OR TEN THOU- 
SAND, Chiefly compoſed of light troops, 


ſhould be employed ſucceſſively on all fides 
to harraſs the enemy, and draw their atten- 
tion to different points; to prevent the 
junction of their ſmall parties, and in ſhort- 
to ſpare the Grand Armies every movement, 
that 


Ei 1,9 

that may harraſs them without abſolute ne« 
ceſſity. We muſt not fatter ourſelves ' that 
the Ster or LisLE can be formed with as 
little trouble as that of VaLencitnnes; on 
the contrary it will require more multiplied 
efforts, and more continued energy. Still leſs 
- muſt they think to remain, quietly waiting the 
effect of their well-formed batteries, or be- 
hind the trenches as at MauBzvcs. They 
muſt avoid every obſtacle which may ſtop 
them one moment in their purſuit. The 
Grand Army muſt be always ready to op- 
poſe, and diſperſe as ſoon as poſſible, any force 
of the enemy, ſufficiently ſtrong to reſiſt their 
light troops, and that in the moment of their 
formation. 8 

If, as has been the caſe, an innumerable 
multitude ſhould again riſe in maſs, and come 
pouring down like a torrent on all fides ;— | 
MEET. THEM, GIVE THEM BATTLE, 
chooſing, as far as circumſtances permit, 
the moſt open fituations. *Tis there the in- 
vincible valour of the Auſtrians, and their 
allies will find their proper ſphere of action; 
tis 


0 


11 
tis there, real courage, and military virtues in 
union, muſt infalliably triumph over this 


band of robbers, and aſſaſſins, marching 
under the banners of blood guiltineſs! The 
victory MAY be dearly bought. But, truſt 
me, there will be few impediments in reap- 
ing the fruits, purſuing /their advantages to 
the utmo/?, and putting it a long time, per- 
haps for ever, out of the enemy's power, 
again to annoy them; for, if once their 
troops were routed in the open plain, it 
would be impoſſible to rally them. The 
conduct of the fege army, muſt, in a great 
meaſure, be decided by that of obſervation ; 
But, in general, they ſhould make it their 
ſtudy to conciliate the greateſt activity with 
the indiſpenſable rules of prudence; it may 
often, indeed, be neceſſary to depart, from 
ancient, and uſual military practice in the 
progreſs of a war, where the circumſtances 
are fo unexampled. 
Ammunition of all ſorts ſhould be provided 
before hand, to avoid the poſſibility, not 
only to /uſþend, but to render, for one hour, 
. their 


T%. 


their n leſs vigorous. Let a ſufficient 


number of pieces of heavy, and other artil- 
lery be mounted under the walls of LISILEx—- 
let the trenches be opened the very day the 


troops preſent themſelves before the city ;— 


let the vigour of their movements, and the 


force of their attacks, be calculated to inſpire 


aſtoniſhment, and terror ! this ts particularly 
neceſſary before a place, where the nume- 
rous inhabitants, muſt, more or leſs, influ- 
ence the fears, or affections of the garriſon. | 

In this dreadful criſis, all falſe pity would 
be criminal, and every timid conſideration 


have the fame effect, as the weak conduct 


of thoſe, whoſe ill- directed tenderneſs in 
ſparing a few habitations has cauſed a 
whole city to become the prey of devour- 


ing flames 


What then is wantin g. but to . meet the 


SAVAGE TORRENT With full energy in fu- 


ture, in order to reſiſt it with effect? To 
terminate a convulſion in the human world, 
ſo new, and fo dreadful, requires the una. 


bating vigour of the GRAND. CONFEDERACY. 
| Ta 


* 
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To this great object then, be it fervently di- 
rected! The trials, to which all EuxorE 
is now devoted, may then prove bleſs- 

ings in diſguiſe, if they teach the Sove- 

REIGNS of the Earth, to become more gene- 
rally the inſtruments of Providence, and 
reconcile the PEOPLE to thoſe degrees of ſub- 
ordination, on which the ſyſtem of SoctAar 
HApPPIxEss is unqueſtionably founded ! 
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